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Abstract of the contribution: NextGen Work Planning to identify Key Issues and Work tasks that are essential for completion during phase 1.
1
Introduction

Considering the time frame available for NextGen study in rel-14, normative work in rel-15 and the number of Key issues (work tasks) documented in SA2 TR 23.799, we believe that some prioritization is essential to focus the NextGen work on essential building blocks for the foundational architecture (e.g. as outlined in Annex C). This is to ensure that the meeting time in SA2 is spent on key issues that are identified as essential for completion during phase 1 time frame.
As per SA2 Chair’s report to SA2 on TSG#72 highlights related to NextGen study:

“- a major milestone for SA2 is Mar 2017, where reports from RAN1/RAN2/RAN3/RAN4/SA2 shall allow TSG RAN and SA to anticipate whether New Radio and NextGen are aligned, will meet the target dates and provide adequate forward compatibility, which is understood as being capable to be developed further to support in future releases the various RAN options (standalone and non-standalone and others) as well as supporting various scenarios (like eMBB, MIoT, URLLC) as the initial release Rel-15 is assumed to support a subset of the overall features. 
- At the checkpoint Mar 2017 is assumed to consider also how to proceed with option 3, depending on the status reached by then

From that it should become clear that this provides input at least for the interworking/migration key issue under SA2’s NextGen study.

Further we will need to reassess the focus or priority topics of the study as well as refine our timeline and work targets after being urged by TSG RAN and SA to keep the ambitious overall timeline in mind.

“
We propose that SA2#116 should discuss and agree on the Key issues that should be completed during the rel-14 study to result in rel-15 normative specification.
2.
Discussion
	Key Issue
	Phase 1/rel-14 study? (Yes or Phase 2)
	Comments

	1) Support of network slicing
	Yes
	Phase 1 work may need to be scoped if progress continues to be slow.

	2) QoS framework
	Yes
	

	3) MM framework
	Yes
	

	4) SM framework
	Yes
	

	5) Enabling (re)selection of efficient user plane path
	Yes
	

	6) Support for Session and Service continuity
	Yes
	

	7) NF granularity and interaction between NFs
	Yes 
	Whatever is applicable for the overall architecture should be covered in phase 1.

	8) NG Core and Access - functional split
	Yes
	

	9) 3GPP arch. impacts to support Network capability exposure
	Phase 2
	Some related work relies on other key issues. That should not be excluded when progressing those key issues.  The complete framework will be done in phase 2.

	10) Policy framework
	Yes 
	QoS & charging aspects should be covered in Phase 1

	11) Charging
	Yes 
	

	12) Security
	Yes
	

	13) Broadcast/Multicast Capabilities
	Phase 2
	This KI has major dependency on RAN thus SA2 work should be aligned with RAN.

	14) Support for Off-Network Communication
	Phase 2
	This KI has major dependency on RAN thus SA2 work should be aligned with RAN. Also, it is unclear whether this KI/requirement is essential for initial deployments.

	15) NG Core support for IMS
	Yes but this should be discussed only after overall architecture is specified. No new IMS work, only adaptation to NextGen architecture e.g. to support T-ADS
	It could be considered whether most of the work can be done as part of the normative phase directly. 

	16) 3GPP system to support remote UEs
	Phase 2
	This KI has major dependency on RAN thus SA2 work should be aligned with RAN. Also, it is unclear whether this KI/requirement is essential for initial deployments.

	17) 3GPP arch. Impact to support ND & S
	TBD
	This KI is possibly restricted to n3GPP accesses. As for 3GPP accesses it was discussed earlier that it might be for SA1 and CT1

	18) Interworking and Migration
	Yes
	

	19) Architecture impacts using virtual environment
	Yes
	Phase 1 aspects of this KI should be covered by #1 and #7.

	20) Traffic steering, switching and splitting between 3GPP and n3Ga access
	Phase 2
	It is essential to design the foundational network prior to specifying solutions for Traffic steering, switching and splitting.

	21) Minimal connectivity within extreme rural deployments
	Phase 2
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